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IRVING RAPPAPORT & PLAYBACK THEATRE 
present 

HIT ME! 

THE LIFE & RHYMES OF IAN DURY 

by Jeff Merrifield 
Courtyard Theatre 
25th November 2008 to 14th December 2008 
 

Following its sell out success at the Edinburgh Fringe which 

earned Jud Charlton a STAGE nomination for Best Actor, Hit Me! 

- The Life & Rhymes of Ian Dury comes to The Courtyard Theatre 

from November 25th. 

At the peak of his 1970s success Ian Dury was the poet laureate 

of punk.  Part furious iconoclast, part music hall entertainer, he 

was one of the few true originals of the English music scene. But 

behind the diamond geezer image lay a flawed soul who was 

somewhat harder on his friends and musical colleagues 

Hit Me! – The Life & Rhymes of Ian Dury is a suitably 

uncompromising celebration of the genius behind such hits as Hit 

Me with your Rhythm Stick and Sex and Drugs and Rock and 

Roll.  Starting in 1980, the play looks at three periods in the life of 

Dury - the man at the top of his game, the man who nearly blew it 

and the man who gave his best to everything. In all these three 

periods his great lyrical dexterity was always to the forefront and 

never deserted him.  By his side throughout too was his minder, 

tour manager and loyal friend Fred ‘Spider’ Rowe (Josh Darcy) 

who knew him better than any. The play explores their friendship 

and reveals the often turbulent life of one of British rock and roll's 

best-loved characters.  

PRESS CONTACTS: CLOUT COMMUNICATIONS – 020 7751 8625 

David Burns M: 07789 754089  E: david@cloutcom.co.uk   

Kevin Wilson      M: 07884 368697 E: kevin@cloutcom.co.uk 

PRESS NIGHT 

Thursday 27th November 

 

LISTINGS INFO 

Courtyard Theatre 

The Courtyard 

Bowling Green Walk 

40 Pitfield Street 

N1 6EU 

(Old Street tube) 

November 25 – December 14th, 

2008 

7.30 (Tues-Sun) and 7.30 and 

10.00 on Fridays and Saturdays 

Tickets £15.00 • Concessions 

£12.00 

SEE Tickets 

0870 163 0717 

www.seetickets.com 

 

Box office  

020 7729 2202 

www.thecourtyard.org.uk 

 


